
We value your feedback!

While you wait for session to start, load our brief 
survey so you can give us feedback at the end of 
the session. 

Scan the QR code or visit
 
https://go.wm.edu/9yWyrd

 



STLI Teaching & Learning Talk

Rethinking Assessment in a 
New Digital World



Welcome

Tom Linneman
Sociology

Yujie Huang
STLI

Lindy Johnson
School of Education

Dana Lashley
Chemistry



Generative A.I. and Writing for Learning
A Community Conversation

A Bit of Background



Today’s Goals

1- Review of the basic types of assessment

2- Discuss how technology has already impacted how we 
assess student work, and what is on the horizon.

3- Identify some assessment strategies for adapting to 
the rapidly evolving world of generative AI  



Assessment 
of Learning 

Assessment
for Learning VS.



Summative   03 ● Final projects, exams, tests
● Presentations

Diagnostic 01 ● Pre-learning assessment

Formative 02
● Classroom polls 
● Class discussions
● Review sessions 



Feedback

Assessment in 
digital world 

Diversification Engagement



Poll Everywhere:
Diagnostic Assessment

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Ei8a8pIlVQ


Gradescope:
Formative and Summative Assessment

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gbK5iNwHeDc


Lindy Johnson



How can we help our students thrive in 
a future that includes AI?

● This is all brand new territory and 
no one knows how to teach with 
generative AI 

● Essential to foreground ethics and 
equity and help students:

○ Analyze how AI works
○ Examine why content is often 

biased, false, and simplistic
○ Consider the social, 

intellectual, and 
environmental implications 
of using this tool

Image from the film, Ex Machina, 2015



Disclaimers about ChatGPT 
(from the creators!)

Assessment
It is inadvisable and against our Usage 
Policies to rely on models for assessment 
purposes. Models today are subject to 
biases and inaccuracies, and they are 
unable to capture the full complexity of a 
student or an educational context. 
Consequently, using these models to 
make decisions about a student is not 
appropriate.

-ChatGPT should not be trusted as an 
assessment tool in and of itself. 
Rather, teachers should carefully 
review both the inputs and outputs, 
and should disclose where they have 
used or relied on an AI system, as 
outlined in our Usage policies.

-ChatGPT is not always truthful

-ChatGPT can produce harmful 
content, biases and stereotypes

Via Educator considerations for ChatGPT

https://platform.openai.com/docs/chatgpt-education/assessment
https://platform.openai.com/docs/usage-policies
https://platform.openai.com/docs/chatgpt-education/educator-considerations-for-chatgpt


Are young people actually using ChatGPT?

● In a recent survey, 25% of 
K-12 teachers reported 
having caught a student 
cheating using ChatGPT in 
the past month.

● Due to privacy and security 
concerts, many K-12 school 
districts have banned 
ChatGPT, including New 
York City Public Schools and 
Fairfax County Public 
Schools

●



Formative Assessment
● Formative assessment is a 

collaborative learning process 
happening “with” students, not 
“to” students.

● Supports students to become 
self-directed learners

● Continuous, low-stakes process 
comprised of practices, methods, 
and tools that help support all 
students in reaching challenging 
learning goals

What does it look like?

● Eliciting and analyzing evidence 
of student thinking

● Engaging in self-assessment and 
peer feedback

● Using actionable feedback
● In writing, specifically:

○ Drafting, self-assessment, 
peer review, and lots of 
revision



Formative Assessment: 
Using Generative AI as a “Thinking” 
partner to Support Writing
● Youth Voices: a youth-powered social 

network and multimedia publishing 
platform that was started in 2003 by a 
group of teachers from local sites of 
the National Writing Project.

● Use a wordpress plugin called AI 
mojo to create “templates” created by 
teachers that students can use within 
the site to support them as they learn 
to become better writers 

https://web.archive.org/web/20201105001723/https://web.archive.org/web/20190916010444/http://nwp.org/


Using AI to assist with revision

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4Fr8_7y-xM



Using AI for Self Assessment 

Images via https://www.youthvoices.live/the-handling-of-misinformation-on-spotify/

https://www.youthvoices.live/the-handling-of-misinformation-on-spotify/


Using AI for Peer Review

Image via https://www.youthvoices.live/aipossibilities/aidoespeerreview/



Pause and Reflect

-What questions, concerns, or reflections come up 
for you around these ideas of students using 
generative AI as a partner in writing/thinking?



How can AI Be Used as a “Thinking” 
Partner in the assessment process for 
faculty?
How are faculty using it?

○ Drafting a course syllabi
○ Drafting learning objectives
○ Drafting pre assessments
○ Drafting writing prompts



Paul’s Process:

● ChatGPT 
generates ideas

● Review in context 
of Bloom’s 
Taxonomy

● Reflect on best fit
● Edit and revise as 

needed



I asked ChatGPT: “write a syllabus for a college freshman writing 
class focused on rhetorical analysis and critical thinking”



It generated a course description, learning objectives, and a course structure



Next Steps
1. Develop language/policies for your syllabus
2. Discuss ethical use and community guidelines with your 

students: 
a. When is it appropriate to use ChatGPT? When is it not 

appropriate?
3. Run your assignments through ChatGPT to see what 

happens
4. Experiment with how generative AI tools might help 

you and your students
5. Join others in exploring these ideas in community (See 

resources)



The Sentient Syllabus
http://sentientsyllabus.org/

http://sentientsyllabus.org/


Q&A






